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estec2007 —

largest conference on solar thermal worldwide

Over 500 participants from 50
countries listened as Ms. Mechtild
Rothe, Vice-President of the
European Parliament and Mr. Vilas
Muttemwar, Minister for New and
Renewable  Energy for the
Government of India discussed
policies to support renerwable
energy in Europe and in India
during the closing session of the
estec2007 in Freiburg.

Experts from the solar thermal
industry and research sector gave
an inside into the European and
global markets. Speakers and
participants came from as far as
Asia, South America and Australia
to participate in this year's
European Solar Thermal Energy
Conference, estec2007, making it
the largest and most successful
conference  on solar thermal
worldwide. The topics covered by
the estec2007 ranged from market
development and country reports to
technical issues as well as sessions
on standards and certification.
The sessions on quality assurance
and financing incentives were also
well received.

A further highlight of the estec2007
was the conference dinner, proudly
sponsored by the European Copper
Institude.

The European Solar Thermal
Industry Federation, ESTIF, has
decided to move the estec to a
different European location from
2009. This is to accommodate the
increasing number of international
participants and will enable estec to
grow even further. The location and
dates for the estec2009 will be
published as soon as the
information is available.

The proceedings of the estec 2007,
which contains more than 70
reports presented during
estec2007, can now be purchased
online. This purchase also gives
you access to all presentations held
during estec2007.

estec (2007
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Solar thermal will make a substantial contribution
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to EU renewables targets

The unanimous decision of the Heads of State of
the 27 EU countries to set a binding target of 20%
renewables share by 2020 is particularly important
for the solar thermal sector: for the first time,
renewable heating and cooling (RES-H) is fully
integrated into the EU’'s energy policy strategy,
which was not the case in the past. As the fastest
growing sector in renewable heating and cooling,
solar thermal can deliver a substantial contribution
to reaching the EU targets for renewables, if the
right policies are quickly introduced at EU level and
in the Member States.

The solar thermal industry’s target for 2020 is to
have an average of 1m? of solar thermal collectors

European Solar Thermal Technology Platform presente

in operation per every European, equal to a
capacity in operation of 320 GW4,, producing the
energy equivalent of the heating consumption of 10
million European households. Some communes are
already very close to reaching this target. Cyprus
and Austria are on track to reach it by 2020. But
many EU countries are still in the starting blocks.
This prevents the sector from benefitting from
economies of scale that will make solar thermal fully
competitive, once a critical mass of the market is
reached EU-wide.

For further information, please see: www.estif.org

d first findings at estec2007

The need to rapidly
increase the usage of
solar thermal energy
leads to a strong
discussion within the sector, regarding which
technological developments are needed to quickly
realise the full potential of solar thermal. The
European Solar Thermal Technology Platform
(ESTTP) is at the forefront of this discussion, and
aims at developing a strategic research agenda on
the basis of a detailed solar thermal vision for 2030.

Within the frame of estec 2007, ESTTP presented
and discussed first results of its work. The

Augsburg goes solar -

Solar energy in Germany is on target and moving in
the right direction. Out of the approximately 1.3
million solar panels on German roofs, that are used
for heating or power generation, 220,000 panels
were newly installed in 2006. The market for solar
heating has grown by almost 60% in the last year.

presentations of this workshop are now available for
download on:

http://esttp.org/cms/front_content.php?idcat=95

The next step is a working conference for all
supporting group members on October 22 and 23,
where the draft of the next version of the vision
paper will be evaluated and discussed. This next
edition of the Strategic Research Agenda is to be
presented and distributed at a special conference
during the European Union Sustainable Energy
Week (EUSEW) at the end of January 2008.

RENEXPO® from 27th to 30th September 2007 in Augsburg

Current trends and experience in the heat
production, with the help of the solar energy sector,
are covered in the “2" National Conference for
Solar Heating”. For the first time this year the trade
event will be organised in association with the Berlin
Solarpraxis AG. For more information, please see:
WWW.renexpo.com
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2 100 MWy, of new capacity:

2006 another record year for solar thermal in Europ e

The European Solar Thermal Industry Federation
(ESTIF) has published their latest market statistics
for the 27 EU Member States and Switzerland. The
market development in 2006 exceeded expectations
and solar thermal heating and cooling has clearly
grown out of being a niche market.

In Germany, new installations went up by 58% last
year to more than 1.000 MW, increasing that
country’s contribution to 50% of the total EU market.
Other countries have also grown considerably and
the 5 Mediterranean countries, Greece, France,
Italy, Spain and Cyprus, now account for almost
30% of the EU market.

Even markets such as the UK and Ireland have
finally woken up. The European citizens have
started to realise: The future is solar! And they act
accordingly.” At an annual growth of 47% the
market for new installations in the EU27 plus
Switzerland has exceeded everyone’s expectations:
2.100 MWy, of new capacity were added in Europe
during 2006 (3 million m? of collector area).

On a per-capita basis, Austria clearly leads
“continental” Europe with 25 kW/1.000 capita of

new installations. In Europe, only Cyprus added
more solar thermal per 1.000 capita, 57 kWy,. In
2006, the average new capacity per 1.000 capita for
EU27 + Switzerland was just 4 kWy. The
differences on a per-capita basis show very clearly
that there is a large near-term market potential:
Spain and France, for example, are still adding new
capacity at only 10-12% of the level of Austria.

And the very positive market developments are not
restricted to the old EU Member States. The Polish
market for new solar thermal capacity grew by 49%
to 29 MWy, and in Slovenia 44% more collector area
was newly installed in 2006.

By the end of 2006, the total solar thermal capacity
in operation in EU27 + Switzerland has reached
13.500 MWy, producing 9.600 GWh of solar thermal
energy.

For further information, please see:
www.estif.org/139.0.html
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Towards a strong Solar Thermal market

ESTIF welcomes its new members

The comapies Almeco SpA, Roto Bauelemente
Vertriebs GmbH and Sunpeak Ireland have all joint
ESTIF in the past two month. Almeco SpA has also
become a member of the ESTIF Advisory Council. In
addition to this, two further members have decided to
upgrade their membership from supporting members
to full members, as the category was only intened for

New Office Administator at ESTIF

William Bell joined us as our new Office Administra-
tor on 1 June. He comes to us from Toronto, Can-
ada where he worked as the Academic Officer in the
Department of Curriculum, Teaching and Learning at
the University of Toronto. Before joining ESTIF, his
exposure to the field of renewable energy was limited
to writing a university paper on generating energy

NGOs and individual persons wanting to support
ESTIF. Luvata Pori Oy, formerly known as
Outokumpu Poricopper Oy, has been upgraded to
the manufacturer category and ITW, Institute flr
Thermodynamik und Warmetechnik, has moved to
the category of service provider.

SUNPEAK IRELAND

from tidal power in Ungava Bay and the Bay of
Fundy for a course in energy geography. Now that
he’s with us at ESTIF, he is looking forward to
learning more about renewable energy, and in
particular solar thermal.

ESTIF is proud to be an associate of the Sustainable Energy Europe Campaign. www.sustenergy.org




